
A Message from 
President and CEO: 
Michelle Markowitz

Dear all,
We hope this �nds you well as we settle into the New Year.  While 
January has certainly presented quite a few challenges for our 
community, you continue to show just how strong Cushing can be. 
It has been extraordinary to witness the commitment of our sta�, 
our families and those we support especially as they continue to 

adapt to this recent surge of COVID 19.  Thankfully, there seems to be a light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

With January marking a fresh start, it is also a great time  to re�ect on the past year and all that 
we accomplished together. As you can see from the video collage included in our newsletter, 
there was much happening in our community at the end of 2021. From our Run to Change Lives 
in November, to our Sta� Appreciation Event in December, and holiday celebrations throughout 
the end of the year, we had a lot to be thankful for. 

Looking ahead in 2022, we have already seen incredible support from all of you; our 
Opportunity Fund continues to reach new heights, and we are so appreciative to all who have 
given thus far. If you are interested in supporting, you may do so here. 

We are also currently planning for our return to in-person events, including our St. Patrick’s 
Dinner and Auction, as well as our Springtime Gala, where we will honor Charlie Drea and 
Mary McGoldrick, as well as celebrate Cushing’s 75th anniversary! For now, please enjoy these 
wonderful stories from our community. 

Sincerely, 
Michelle Markowitz
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https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_cb259263-15f0-11e5-bba1-0ad83c6949df&WidgetId=3823616
https://e.givesmart.com/events/p8Z/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/p8Z/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/oJL/


Be My Valentine

Let the MarketPlace be your Valentine’s Day shopping destination this 
year.  Just step inside the Unique Boutique and you’ll �nd an abundance 
of wonderful gifts made with love.  Our students have really outdone 
themselves with their latest creations.  It’s such a great mix of talents 
since these items are created in a few di�erent areas of Cushing.  The 
students in our new Industrial Arts Program have made the most 
adorable heart shaped candle holders as well as whimsical signs.  Their 
most recent creation is a charming holder for a bottle of wine and 
glasses for two.  Then there are the exclusive pieces made in Randy’s art 
room. Each is so carefully constructed and full of heart.  However, the 
beautiful jewelry made by Cushing students may very well be the “must 
have” for the loved ones in your life.  There are so many attractive men’s 
and ladies’ pieces available in a variety of styles.  A Valentine favorite is 
an elegant ladies bracelet featuring red and silver beads.  All of these 
items and more are awaiting you at the Unique Boutique plus a 
handmade card!  Also, don’t forget to pop into our Take 2 Thrift Shop for 
amazing �nds and grab a bite to eat and some goodies for your 
Valentines at our Cushing Café. 

Stay up to date and follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
@cushingmarketplace.

Valentine’s gifts handmade by our 
students available at the 

Unique Boutique

https://www.facebook.com/cushingmarketplace
https://www.instagram.com/cushingmarketplace/


A Bridge for the Community

South Shore Vocational Tech and Cushing sta� and students.

Cushing student utilizing 
the bridge.

We’re so thankful for our new partnership with South Shore 
Technical High School. Over the fall and into early December, 
their students worked onsite at Cardinal Cushing Centers to 
create a bridge at our Hanover location. The bridge allows all of 
the individuals we support to access our outdoor �tness and 
walking trails. The new structure is 6 feet wide, has a sturdy 
concrete base, and covers a part of the trail that was previously 
very challenging to traverse. This section of the trail made it 
di�cult for many of the people we support to independently get 
to the trails, and it was not very feasible for someone who uses a 
device like a wheelchair or walker to navigate. Thank you, South 
Shore Voc Tech, for helping us make outdoor �tness more 
accessible!



Learn about PLAN

Planning for your child’s future can be daunting; we know that, and we want you to know 
that you are not alone. 

Our new friends at Planned Lifetime Assistance Network (PLAN) of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island can help ease your worries when you establish a Third-Party Special Needs Trust on 
behalf of your loved one. 

PLAN’s veteran team of experienced and compassionate social workers will work closely with 
you to create a plan to preserve assets, protect bene�ts, and help your child to live well.  

Right now, PLAN has a special o�er available – enroll between now and March 31st and they 
will waive the enrollment fee (a $500 value).You can fund the trust now or establish the trust 
and set it up to be funded in the future.  Click here to start the process. 
 
Contact mmcelroy@planofma-ri.org if you have any questions at all! Watch this short video 
for an overview of Third-Party Special Needs Trusts.

https://www.planofma-ri.org/cardinal-cushing-centers/

